
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE EXECUTIVE BUDGET 

By C. H. Crennan, 
Editor in Charge of Volume. 

"The budget provides a means through which citizens may 
assure themselves that their effort which has been diverted to com- 
munity ends is not used for private gain, is not misused nor frittered 
away, but is applied to the accomplishment of those purposes 
which the community approves and is made to produce the maxi- 
mum of results for the effort expended. Thus viewed, the budget 
is something more than a method of checking or reducing the tax 
rate, more than any scheme of accountants and efficiency experts. 
Above and beyond its relation to economy and efficiency in public 
affairs it may be made one of the most potent instruments of 
democracy. Given at least manhood suffrage, any government so 
organized as to produce and carry out a scientific budget system 
will be susceptible of extensive and intelligent popular control. 
On the contrary those governments, whatever their other virtues, 
which fail to provide adequate budget methods, will neither reach 
the maximum of efficiency nor prove to be altogether responsible 
to the people." 1 Thus did Professor A. R. Hatton set forth the 
full import of the executive budget as editor of the volume of The 
Annals on Public Budgets issued in November of 1915. 

It is only because so recent an issue of The Annals was devoted 
entirely to a detailed discussion of the public budget that this 
fundamental part of any plan for responsible government is not 
included in the present volume. For the technical details of budg- 
etary procedure and a full appraisal of the importance of the 
executive budget, reference must be made to the November, 1915 
Annals. 

1 The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Nov- 
ember, 1915, p. vii. 



146 



